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OUR MISSION

To connect, transform,  
inspire and nurture artists  
and audiences through  
the joy, passion,  
and power of jazz.

Jill Barber at Performance Works.  
Photo by Craig Sinclair
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ABOUT COASTAL JAZZ
Coastal Jazz is a Vancouver-based global leader in the presentation of innovative, educational, and 
transformative musical experiences. We are indoor and outdoor stages of soul-stirring music, from 
traditional stylists to cutting-edge adventurers to emerging genre-blenders and culture mashing 
collaborators. We are large-scale public events, and intimate club experiences. We are multi-
cultural and multi-generational—joyous, jubilant and celebratory. We are education programs where 
mystery becomes knowledge, and knowledge is shared. 

Coastal Jazz and Blues Society is a not-for-profit registered charity.  
Charitable Registration Number 123403503RR0001

OUR MANDATE

The Coastal Jazz & Blues Society is dedicated to:

• Building and nurturing an appreciation for the 
vibrant cultural history and aesthetic of jazz and 
related music genres through live concerts, 
culturally and aesthetically diverse programming, 
and educational activities accessible to everyone. 

• Supporting the development of the art form and 
the local, national, and international musicians 
who play it with a platform to showcase their work, 
actively nurturing and mentoring emerging artists, 
and creating unique artistic collaborative projects 
that cross genres, disciplines, geographic, and 
cultural boundaries.  

• Being a leader in establishing viable partnerships 
and networks with local, regional, national, and 
international music communities. 

• Building Vancouver as an important center and 
cultural destination for the presentation of state-of-
the art jazz and related music. 

• Establishing strategic relationships and networks 
with individuals, businesses, governments and 
cultural agencies to support Coastal Jazz & Blues 
activities and initiatives. 

• Educating youth and emerging artists about the 
history of jazz, its influence across various genres, 
and the limitless potential of creative music. 

• Enhancing audience experience, development, 
knowledge, and engagement through outreach, 
education, and community programs.

• Upholding the highest standards of production and 
presentation in all of our undertakings.

Kristin Fung at Ocean Art Works. Photo by Jon Benjamin.
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This year’s Festival,  
although different,  
was extremely  
satisfying,  
both artistically  
and emotionally.

Audience at Ocean Art Works. 
Photo by Jon Benjamin.
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WELCOME!
What a year we have had. After a complete shutdown of our entire sector, the resilience and beauty 
of our artistic community and the spirit of togetherness that music can foster is deeply inspiring, 
completely uplifting, and spectacularly heartening.

Our audiences in particular surprised and delighted 
us—embracing streamed concerts and venturing out 
for the first time in almost a year and half to support 
the music they love. The artistic community is just as 
resilient. Artists kept it together for over a year with no 
gigs and no tours—and they came back in full force. 
This year’s Festival, although different, was extremely 
satisfying, both artistically and emotionally.

We continue to be excited about all of the things 
that we have learned about virtual events during this 
pandemic, and we anticipate that our experiments 
with our colleagues in New York, Amsterdam, Paris, 
Chicago, New York, and Philadelphia will continue, and 
we’ll bring exciting, cutting-edge jazz to the comfort of 
your couch for the foreseeable future. 

We are extremely honoured to have presented a festival 
program that primarily focused on the superbly talented 
Vancouver community, some of the most inspiring 
musicians in the world. We thank them for reminding 
us that sometimes, what you’re looking for is right in 
your own backyard. As an organization that takes a 
leadership role internationally, nationally, and locally, it’s 
both our pleasure and our responsibility to introduce 
audiences to new music and artists. The impact of our 
choices can be seen in the results from this year—but 
also resonates into the future.

The palette of possibilities we contemplated when it 
came to programming the first significant music festival 
in BC since the pandemic struck made us even more 
aware of how deeply fortunate we are to be part of 
such an exceptional community.

Whatever jazz means to you, we thank you for 
attending, supporting, funding, volunteering, or 
participating in the Festival and our year-round 
activities, and we hope you will enjoy the ride as we 
continue to evolve.

—All of us at Coastal Jazz

Ocean Art Works. Photo by Jon Benjamin.
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PANDEMIC FESTIVAL PRODUCTION
While the COVID-19 pandemic made working conditions difficult for everyone, the live performance 
sector was undoubtedly one of the hardest-hit. After all, the very thing we do (gathering people 
to experience live music) suddenly became one of the highest-risk activities possible. We are 
immensely proud of the Festival we produced under these difficult circumstances, and while it 
was certainly different than previous iterations, it still succeeded where it matters most: in safely 
bringing spectacular shows to our audiences & strengthening our musical community. 

For many local musicians, the TD Vancouver 
International Jazz Festival meant their first live, group 
performance opportunities in 15 months, and thanks 
to easing of restrictions on gathering, it was also 
the first time most musicians had a real audience 
again. We took the responsibility of reintroducing live 
audiences to performances very seriously, and have 
had overwhelmingly positive feedback from musicians 
about how safe they felt.

For audiences, too, having both streaming and live 
performance options available offered much-needed 
opportunities to connect with the city’s vibrant music 
culture and to experience incredible performances in 
whatever capacity they felt most comfortable. 

Presenting a world-class music festival during a 
global pandemic was certainly a challenge. From the 
difficulties that come with working remotely, to shifting 
public health guidelines, to the responsibility of keeping 
everyone on our stages, in our teams, and in our 
audiences safe, the 2021 TD Vancouver International 
Jazz Festival was a labour of love, learning, and 
dedication. While we hope we never have to do it under 
these circumstances again, we now know that we are 
capable of doing something amazing and impactful—
even in a difficult time.

“Thank you for not budging on safety.  
As a performer and as an audience member 
it’s been a relief to be able to show up and 

enjoy live music again without having to 
debate or wonder where the lines are.”  

– Dominic Conway

“I have loved ones who are in frail health 
who are coming (to my show) because they 

know they’ll be safe with all of the tight 
safety precautions. Thank you Coastal!”  

– Kristin Fung

“With the streaming of the festival this year,  
we’ve actually ended up seeing more 
performers than we normally would.  

It’s been great so far...” 
– Audience Member

“I saw Khari Wendell McClelland  
(in person) on Sunday night and it was  
an awe-inspiring evening. I think music  
helps us to understand who we are and  
moves us to become better people and 

active citizens for change.” 
– Audience Member

Shooting DJ Kookum at Performance Works. Photo by Craig Sinclair.
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FROM THE PROGRAMMING TE AM
The artistic program at the 2021 edition of the TD Vancouver International Jazz Festival was 
extremely well received by both local audiences and those viewing concerts remotely from their 
homes and locations outside of Vancouver. 

The key theme of this year was celebrating the 
resilience and beauty of our local artistic community 
and the spirit of togetherness that music can foster. 
The program, which included nearly 100 performances 
by bands who call Vancouver home, was filled with 
big surprises and countless artistic highlights, which 
reminded us of the depth of stylistic diversity and 
virtuosity that exists in our community.

Highlights of the Marquee series at Performance Works 
included an outstanding opening night celebration with 
local hip-hop stars Snotty Nose Rez Kids; a deeply 
moving performance by Dee Daniels; and a gorgeous 
closing night concert with Jill Barber. One of the big 
surprises was seeing a free streamed performance by 
Kuya Quintet, led by pianist Victor Noriega, going viral 
and racking up almost 2,000 views in a few short days. 

Granville Island served as a main hub for the Festival, 
and was brought to life by multiple daily concerts 
including a new series at Ocean Artworks which 
featured 20 uplifting and engaging concerts over the 
course of the festival, and 10 afternoon concerts at 
Performance Works, all of which were presented to the 
public at no cost. 

We are excited about all of the things that we have 
learned about virtual events during this pandemic, 
which also allowed us to connect with our colleagues in 
Amsterdam, Paris, Chicago, New York, and Philadelphia  
to bring cutting-edge international offerings to the 
program. The entire team at Coastal Jazz is extremely 
honoured to have presented a Festival program that 
included a strong international component while 
focussing primarily on the superbly talented Vancouver 
community, which we feel is home to some of the most 
inspiring musicians in the world. 

Rainbow Robert and Cole Schmidt. Photo by Chris Cameron.

Talking Pictures at The Ironworks. 
Photo by Chris Cameron.
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🎤 
ARTIST ENGAGEMENTS

421
NUMBER OF VENUES

15
HAND-HEART 

VOLUNTEER HOURS CONTRIBUTED

1229.25

2021 BY THE NUMBERS

PERFORMANCES

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

TOTAL GIGS   138
FREE FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES   64

FEMALE & NON BINARY-LED BANDS   51
POC-LED BANDS   41

RE VENUE
■ Earned

■ Government Support

■ Contributed

E XPENSES
■ Artistic and Production

■ Festival and Concert 
Infrastructure

■ Overhead and Salaries

8  /  2021 IMPACT REPORT



AT TENDANCE 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE

32,276

MEDIA ME TRICS

📰 
EARNED MEDIA MENTIONS

194
📢 

EARNED MEDIA REACH

126M
MONEY-BILLS 

MEDIA AD VALUE EQUIVALENT

$1.2M

FARTHEST AUDIENCE MEMBER

JAPAN

👁 
FACEBOOK IMPRESSIONS

773,656


FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS

11,057


INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS

3,609


TWITTER FOLLOWERS

12,400
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA      @COASTALJAZZ

■ 29,406 TOTAL STREAMED ATTENDANCE

■ 3,013 TOTAL IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE
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ACCESSIBILIT Y & REPRESENTATION
Despite the pandemic-created uncertainty, Coastal Jazz remains committed to accessibility 
and representation.  Through programming, partnership, and two-way conversation, Coastal 
Jazz is continuing its focus on showcasing underrepresented communities. We’re committed to 
representation of underrepresented groups, gender parity, and inclusive programming. During the 
Festival, we presented 51 female-led bands, and 41 bands led by people of colour. 

Indigenous artists presented in the Festival included 
Polaris Prize nominees Snotty Nose Rez Kids, DJ 
Kookum with dancer Sierra Baker; roots & blues duo 
Blue Moon Marquee; Assertion, featuring Ojibwa visual 
artist Charlene Vickers; and vocalist Dalannah Gail 
Bowen. These concerts were presented in partnership 
with Full Circle First Nations Performance, producers 
of the Talking Stick Festival, who helped spread the 
word to the Indigenous community they serve. We also 
worked with Urban Native Youth Association with code 
giveaways to ensure that access to the ticketed Snotty 
Nose Rez Kids show was not out of reach for its core 
user group.

In a similar vein, we offered free streams to the Black 
Therapy & Advocacy Foundation to ensure that those 
we wanted to see higher profile Black artists in a 
ticketed performance were able to do so, with no cost 
barriers. Tonye Aganaba at Performance Works. Photo by Chris Cameron.

Snotty Nose Rez Kids and  
DJ Kookum at Performance Works.  

Photo by Craig Sinclair.
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Other communities that saw themselves in our 
programming include the LGBTQ2S+ community and 
people of Filipino, Syrian, Korean, Chinese, Japanese, 
Peruvian, Cuban, and Nigerian descent. The most 
popular stream was Kuya Quintet, led by Filipino pianist 
Victor Noriega—he went viral!

Public access has long been a pillar of the Festival. 
This year, as in the past, it was possible for a 
committed audience member to see a full day of 
music every day for the duration of the Festival, at 
no cost. We continued that tradition in spite of the 
cancellation of our large-scale festival weekends, with 
64 free offerings—more than half of the 112 shows our 
programming team put together.

With the academic Colloquium produced in cooperation 
with UBC and Western Front, featuring talks by UBC’s 
Kevin McNeilly and US artists Fay Victor and Darius 
Jones, and our long-running series of free workshops 
at Tom Lee Music, professional development for the 
musical community and a fascinating peek into the 
world of high-level music making for the general public 
was also free to attend for seven days of the 10-day 
festival.

Parlour Panther. Photo by Craig Sinclair.

Khari Wendell McClelland. Photo by Craig Sinclair.

Amanda Sum at Ocean Art Works. Photo by Craig Sinclair.
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PARTNERSHIPS
Coastal Jazz is proud to partner with like-minded organizations, both locally and internationally, to 
explore the possibilities this music unlocks. 

During this unprecedented year, we are especially 
grateful to our collaborators both near and far for 
facilitating works that took advantage of technology 
to create something unique. Venues from Chicago 
to Paris, local producers, educational institutions, 
and industry groups all pitched in with projects that 
enhanced the audience experience and pushed the 
artistic boundaries.

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Ars Nova Workshop – Philadelphia
BIMHuis – Amsterdam
Canadian Live Music Association
Capilano University
Chinese Instrumental Music Ensemble
Constellation – Chicago
Consulate général de France à Vancouver
Consulate General of Italy – Vancouver
Dutch Performing Arts
Full Circle First Nations Performance
Full Rhizome
Indian Summer Festival
International Institute for Critical Studies in 
Improvisation
Istituto Italiano di Cultura – Toronto
Kinaxis InConcert
LOBE Studios
Radio Free Birdland
Sarah McLachlan School of Music
University of British Columbia
Vancouver Kiwanis Music Festival
VIVO Media ArtsOcean Art Works audiences. Photo by Jon Benjamin.

Cole Schmidt, Dan Gaucher, and Peggy Lee.  
Photo by Chris Cameron.
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SPONSORS
TITLE SPONSOR

FESTIVAL PARTNERS

PUBLIC FUNDERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

Is your business interested in reaching a diverse, educated, curious, audience? We can design a sponsorship 
package to meet your needs. Opportunities include on-site sampling, product placements, stage naming rights, 
event hosting opportunities and more.

Please get in touch to discuss how we can work together in a way that supports both our goals by emailing 
sponsorship@coastaljazz.ca.
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OUR DONORS AUGUST 2020-JULY 2021

We are dedicated to creating unique and meaningful connections for our generous supporters. 
We offer a suite of benefits that can be customized to your interests, and are always looking for 
new ways to say thank you. If you’d like to discuss opportunities to make a gift to Coastal Jazz and 
Blues, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. If you’re already part of our family, thank you! Please 
let us know how we’re doing, and what benefits are most meaningful to you.

MELODY MAKERS ($1000-2499)
Thomas and Catherine Adair / Helen Hansen / Mary 
Kippenhan / Gary Kushnir / Frances McGrath / 
Christian and Dan Morrison / Denis Walker / Stan and 
Cynthia Zobac

BENEFACTORS ($500-999)
Filomena Bettencourt in memory of Garry Leong / Greg 
Blake in memory of Al Clooten / Carol Boutin / Barbara 
Cooper / Irene Hilden in memory of Matti Hilden / John 
Hooge / Deborah Roitberg 

SUPPORTERS ($200-499)
Patrick Aldous / Bob Ayers / Jeff Brocklebank / Emma 
Chang / Lynn Copeland / Nou Dadoun / Brian Duncan 
and Rebecca Kennedy / Ms. Anita Eccleston / Mitchell 
Edgar / Gordon Gallagher / Jacqueline Gijssen and 
John Nightingale / Karen Gilmore and Rob Van Nus 
/ Davison Law Group / Richard and Linda Hanson / 
Arlene H. Henry Law Corp. / Peter Herd / Lance Husoy 
/ Arlene James in memory of Ralph and Barbara 
James / D.D. Kugler / Emma Lancaster / Peter Lang 
/ Zahid Makhdoom / Michael and Jennifer Matich / 
Michael Miller / Dieter Nachtigall / Paromita Naidu / 
Laurine and Roger Nickel / Eduardo Ottoni / Henry 
Reimer / Trina Rowles in honour of Jack / Chistopher 
Sebert / Peter Shklanka / Constance and Earl Squire 
in memory of Aldous Huxley / David Tobin / Gale Tyler 
/ John Watson / Deryk Whitehead / William Zienty in 
memory of Christine Beck

FRIENDS ($50-199)
Jim Anhorn and Patti Walberg-Anhorn / Scott Atherton 
/ Brenda Baird / Paul Ballinger in memory of Lynton 
Garner / Chris Balma / Howard Bartel / Karen Bartlett 
in memory of Alice Peterson / Glenda Bartosh / 
Stephen Beaton / Linda Belton / Mark Bender / John 
Brodie / Dr. Karen Buhler / Marlene Callaghan / 
Jennette Chalcraft / Adrian Chantler / Ronald Charles 
/ Will Chernoff / Michael Cox in honour of Fred M. 
/ Rick Dauphinee / Mary-Jean Dewald in honour 
of Mike Allen / Navjot Dhindsa / Allan Diamond / 
Peter Dodek / Nicola Donaldson in memory of Jean 
Donaldson / Allison Dunn / Kevin Elaschuk / Lorene 
Ely / Herb Ely / David Evanson / Pauline Fisher / 
James Fletcher / Zoë Forsyth and Magnus Reithaug / 
Lorraine Foster / Renée Fountain in memory of Verna 
Fountain / Jean Fowler / Geoff Freer / Cary Gertsen 
/ Leslie Goresky in honour of Live Music, thems that 
makes it and thems that bring it to us / Josephine 
Graham / Susan Graham / Michael Greene / Gershon 
Growe in honour of Nomi Kaplan / Mark Halpern / 
Andrew Hames / Terry Hansen / Gordon Harding / 
Penny Harris / Bill Hay and Linda Mackinley-Hay / 
Bo Helliwell in honour of Kim Smith / Michelle Henry 
in memory of Michele (aka Professor Puff) / George 
Heyman / Geoff Hoare / Erika Hodul / Victor Holysh 
/ Linda Houlahan / Scott Hughes in memory of Mark 
Redman / Elaine Hunter / Georgia Hunter in memory of 
Ron Scott McLean / Julie Hunter / Nicole Jeschelnik / 
Glenn Johanson / Barry Jones / Susan Jones / Diane 
Kadota in memory of Simon Garber / Leah Kaser / 
David Kauffman in memory of Dan Kauffman / George 
and June Kawaguchi / Dave Kell / Richard Kendon / 
Shelley Kenney / Maggi and Marc Kneer in memory 
of Bob Kelly / Courtney Komonasky / Lorraine Koren 
/ Robert Kraljii in memory of Pepe Papa / Jan Kreut / 
Heidi and Bud Kurz / Rita Lal / Elena Lau / Sue Lee 
and Leslie LeQuelenec / Peter Mackrory in memory 
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of Gavin Mackrory / Margaret Mason in honour of 
Brian Taylor / Lorraine Maze / Hugh McCurrach / 
Philip Mcintyre-Paul / Geoff Meggs / Charlene Mellors 
/ Lisa Mennell / Sandra Micheals / Mary Lou Miles 
/ Thomas Miller / Mark Milner in memory of Garfield 
Milner / Helen Mintz / Jenny Mitchell / Laura Moore in 
memory of John Saville / Gino Morena / Philip Moses 
in memory of Danielle Horwitz / Elizabeth Munro / Liz 
Newcomb / Herma Neyndorff / Dennis Nicoll / Petrus 
Nooij / Edwin Ochmanek in honour of Natalie Marie 
/ Lana Panko / Thomas Pasemko in honour of Larry 
Pasemko / Shera and Scott Paterson / Michael Pearce 
in honour of Itamar Erez / Mr. Jaime Peschiera / Betty 
Lou Phillips / John Pope / Craig Poynton / Carman 
Price / John Pringle / Hélène Provencher / Bonnie 
Quam in honour of Parry Robinson / Gerald Quan / 
Dr. Vicki Radel / Martha Rans / Deanna Reder / Ryan 
Reid / Marianne Rev / Judsen Richards / Judith Rinta 
/ Margaret Romain in memory of Children who died in 
residential schools / Susan Ross in honour of Jeanne 
and Luis / Selma / Savage / Jacqueline Schach / 
Rebecca Schalm in honour of Maury Wasserman / 
Dan Schmidt / William Sharpe / Amanda Shintani / 
Sid Katz / Cecil Sigal in honour of Brenda Peterson 
/ Manuela Silva / Stephanie Smith / Joyce Statton / 
Justin Stein / Gary and Diane Stevens in memory of 
Larry Scott / Nyla Sunga / Reena Taank / Michael 
Tarr / Howard Teasley in honour of Sarah & Barbara 
M Teasley / Linda Tenenbaum / James Thompson / 
Richard Thompson in memory of Michael Brecker / 
Mathona Thomson / Kenneth Tolmie / A Malaine Toy / 
Maye and Dylan Tsuida in memory of Robert E. Tsuida 
/ Brian Tucker in memory of Bill Reid / Jane Turner / 
Eric Van Buiten / Patty Verner / Dzung Vo / William 
Walters / Tracey Welsford / Marina Weremchuk in 
memory of Ken Weremchuk / W. Joseph Whiteside / 
Alex Wong / Andrew Wong / Beth Young / Nancy and 
James Zegarchuk / Stephen Zener in memory of David 
& Faye Kushnir

KEN PICKERING FUND  
TO SUPPORT INNOVATION
BENEFACTORS
Mariken Van Nimwegen

SUPPORTERS
William Chow / Sheila Fidler / Kevin Wurmlinger

FRIENDS
Patricia and Kristin Glover / George Harm / Leanne 
Lunghamer / Crystabel Rafferty / Laurence Svirchev

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
MELODY MAKERS 
Lynn Buhler / Yvette Howard

SUPPORTERS
Pat and Ole Christiansen /  
Walley Lightbody in honour of Marietta Lightbody

FRIENDS
Kim Ali / Norma Boutillier / Caron Byrne / Alan 
Creighton-Kelly / Mark Dabielski / Brian Daniel /  
Do-Ellen Hansen in memory of Karl Babin / Tim Poole / 
Ghazal Torres in memory of Louis Armstrong

BRIGHT MOMENTS 
FRIENDS
Jason Dubois and Clayton Baraniuk

ARTIST RESIDENCY PGM 
FRIENDS
Dean Ward

DONORS TO THE COASTAL FOUNDATION  
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
IMPROVISOR
Robert Golden

MELODY MAKERS
an Anonymous donor / Franco Ferrari / Barbara 
Kaminsky

SUPPORTERS
Joyce Baxter / Michael & Jennifer Matich

Donate at  
coastaljazz.ca/donate  

or call us at  
604.872.5200
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2ND FLOOR 295 W. 7TH AVE, 
VANCOUVER, BC V5Y 1L9

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA  
     @COASTALJAZZ

COASTALJAZZ.CA

Front cover: 
Miles Black & Dee Daniels at Performance Works.  

Photo by Craig Sinclair.


